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EPISODE 9
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DUSTER
Is someone ever going to tell me what we're looking for? 

WESS
It's too late in the game now, son!  Now scoot!

[walking]

KUMATORA
Here it is!  Right behind this door! Hurry!

[door opens]

DUSTER
...It's an egg. Was it really THAT important to NOT tell me I was looking for an egg this entire time?!

WESS
I didn't need to tell you, you nincompoop!  This is the Hummingbird Egg we're dealing with!

DUSTER
So?!

WESS
SO you should've been able to SMELL the mystery and shininess that permeates from it!  I'm an old man and I can find it! So what does that say about you?! Failure! That's what it says! 

KUMATORA
Aw, cut him a break, old man.  This castle isn't easy to get through if you've never been inside it; a TRUE failure wouldn't make it as far as he did.  Anyway, we better grab this egg and skedaddle before-

[door pounds]

KUMATORA
-too late! 

ROPE SNAKE
Those baddies don't know when to give up!  We're trapped!!

WESS
We'll just have to fight them off one by one! 

KUMATORA
I'll get the egg!

WESS
BE CAREFUL, THERE MIGHT BE A TRAP FLOOR THERE, PRINCESS!

KUMATORA
Trap floor??? 

[floor opening sound]

KUMATORA
...AHHAHAHA Oops??



  [ALL THREE YELLING AS THEY FALL FOR ABOUT 5 SECONDS]

[IMMENSE SPLASH!]

[SILENCE]

[SPLASH]

KUMATORA
*GASP* Aaaahh!! *BREATHING HEAVILY*

[SPLASH]

WESS
*GASP* OH... I'M... NOT DEAD... *BREATHING HEAVILY*

KUMATORA
Whoa.. wait a second... where'd your kid go, geezer?!

WESS
...Oh.. oh Duster! DUSTER! WHERE ARE YOU SON!? Ooooh, that young little jerk! HE BETTER NOT HAVE DIED ON ME YET, I WAS SUPPOSED TO KILL 'IM!!

KUMATORA
...Oh wow... poor guy..

WESS
*sobbing* Stupid.. boy..

[SILENCE]

[SPLASH]

DUSTER
*GASP* AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHHHH!!!

WESS AND KUMATORA
DUSTER!

[SPLASH]

ROPE SNAKE
And Rope Snake.

WESS
...And the belt.

KUMATORA
Creepo.

ROPE SNAKE
...Oh... fine... I see how it is.  *SAD/ANGRILY* Back into Duster's shirt, I GUESS!!

DUSTER
Aw.. you guys should be nice to poor Rope Snake.. he's just trying to help us ou-

WESS
WHOA SHUT THE HECK UP FOR A SECOND!

KUMATORA
What?! What is it?!

WESS
The egg! Where the heck is the egg?!

KUMATORA
Oh crap... DAMNIT! [SPLASH AS SHE SMACKS THE WATER]

DUSTER
...Thanks for splashing me, appreciate it..

KUMATORA AND WESS
SHUT UP!

KUMATORA
We absolutely need to find this thing! I nominate Duster to dive down and look for it!

DUSTER
Wait, why me?!

WESS
Seconded, and majority rules! ALRIGHT DUSTER, DOWN YA GO!

[WESS GRUNTS AS HE TRIES TO DUNK DUSTER DOWN]

DUSTER
HEY! [SPLASH] GACK! [SPLASH] STOPPIT! [SPLASH] HACK!

ROPE SNAKE
HEY! STOP FOR A SECOND!

WESS
You again?! I swear, I'm not in the mood for your crap, snake'ums!

ROPE SNAKE
I have your stupid Egg, alright?! *shiny blingy noise*

KUMATORA
Oh thank the Dragons!  You wonderful snake!!

WESS
THREE CHEERS FOR ROPE SNAKE! HIP-HIP!

WESS AND KUMATORA
HOORAY!

WESS
HIP-HIP!

[VIOLENT RUMBLE]

KUMATORA
HOORA-...whoa...

DUSTER
...What was that?!

WESS
Oh... my... lord...

DUSTER
What?! What is it?!

KUMATORA
AAAAAH! LOOK DOWN BELOW!!

DUSTER
...What the heck is that?!

[HUGE SPLASH, SNAKEY ROAR THING]

[BOSS SWIRL]

KUMATORA
IT'S THE BEAST OF THE CASTLE, THE OH-SO SNAKE!!

DUSTER
Ugh, I'm having a hard enough time floating here as it is, how are we supposed to fight him?!

WESS
I... I don't have a clue, but we have to act fast!

KUMATORA
I think I've got it!! PSI THUNDER ALPHA!

[ELECTRIC NOISE]

[EVERYONE SCREAMS FROM BEING ELECTROCUTED]

DUSTER
OW, WHAT ARE YOU THINKING, KUMATORA?! WE'RE IN THE WATER, FOR PETE'S SAKE!

KUMATORA
S-sorry, but do you have any other ideas?!

WESS
Duster! Use your staples and make a ladder up to his head, and if he doesn't die from the staples in his neck, then give'm one right between the eyes!

DUSTER
Good plan! Here we go!

ROPE SNAKE
WAIT! NO! YOU CAN'T!!

DUSTER
Why not?! It's going to kill us, Rope Snake!

ROPE SNAKE
This...

WESS
WATCH OUT!

[GIANT SPLASH]

DUSTER
Ugh!! I'm going to staple it, now!

ROPE SNAKE
THIS SNAKE IS MY COUSIN!

[SILENCE, FADE IN SAD CHEESY MUSIC]

ROPE SNAKE
Cousin Oh-So Snake! Please listen to me! These people are my friends! You can't hurt them!

[OH-SO SNAKE GROWLS]

ROPE SNAKE
Please! Let us go! Help us out of here!

[SILENCE]

[HISS, AND THEN A SMACK! MUSIC STOPS]

ROPE SNAKE
OW! DANGIT!

WESS
Ouch.

ROPE SNAKE
Duster.  Give him the staples.

DUSTER
Roger!

[STAB STAB STAB STAB!]

[ROAR!]

DUSTER
*GRUNTING, LIKE HE'S CLIMBING A LADDER* Alright, aaaaand!

KUMATORA
GET HIM!

DUSTER
[FIERCE STAB NOISE!] ONE between the eyes!!

[DEATH ROAR]

KUMATORA
Watch out, the snake's falliiiing!

[GIANT SPLASH!]

[VICTORY!]

WESS
WOO HOO! GOOD JOB DUSTER!

KUMATORA
Way to go, man.

ROPE SNAKE
Poor Cousin Oh-So Snake.. you always were kind of a jerk, I guess.. *sniff*

DUSTER
Thanks, guys.  But now we have to worry about..

[BIG DROPPING NOISE]

[SOUND OF A WATERFALL OR LOTS OF WATER DRAINING]

KUMATORA
Whoaaa! Craap, we're going down!

WESS
All the water's drainin!!

DUSTER
EVERYONE HOLD ON TIGHT TO SOMETHING!!

ALL
Aaaaaaaaaaaaah!

[FADE OUT EVERYTHING]

[FADE IN SOUND OF RIVER]

FUEL
Hey dad, come on, they say there's somethin' going on in the village, hurry up! Come onnn!

LIGHTER
Son, calm down, for the Dragon's sake! I'm going as fast as I.. whoa.

FUEL
Ugh... Really? Is as fast as you can just stopping in the middle of the road like that? ...What is it?

LIGHTER
It's Wess!  And.. some other person! Come help me, son!

FUEL
Whoa, okay!

[RUNNING]

KUMATORA
*COUGH COUGH*

LIGHTER
Phew, this girl is okay.  And Wess is still breathing, great.

FUEL
I wonder who this lady is? She looks kinda.. hardcore.

KUMATORA
*cough* Wh... whoa... wh... where are we?

LIGHTER
Don't talk, you're back in town.  You two are okay now. 

KUMATORA
W..we.. two?

FUEL
You know.. I'm not one to judge or anything, but aren't you two a little too.. different to be together like this? I'm.. pretty sure this is illegal.

KUMATORA
*cough cough* Wh...what you little...!

WESS
*COUGH COUGH!*

KUMATORA
Geezer!  You're okay!

FUEL
And they've got cute nicknames for each other?! Sick!

LIGHTER
Son, shut your mouth and go get help!

FUEL
Okay!

WESS
Oh.. oh my... are we alive?

KUMATORA
Yeah, we're alive... but..

WESS
...Where is Duster?

LIGHTER
Huh? Duster? I just saw you two when we walked by.

WESS
...Darn that boy.. he better be alright.

KUMATORA
Maybe he got up before us and is back in town?

WESS
Yeah.. let's.. HOOOOOP! *STRUGGLING TO GET UP* Let's go into town.

LIGHTER
Wait, you two should get some rest before strutting around tow-

WESS
*THUNDERCLAP* SHUT UP and mind your own business! C'mon Kumatora!

KUMATORA
*getting up grunt thing* Alright, let's go.

LIGHTER
Hmph, such hardheaded people.

[WALKING]

[THAT ONE SONG THAT I DIDN'T PLAY WHEN I SHOULD HAVE LAST EPISODE]

BUTCH
HEY! THERE'S WESS!

[BUNCH OF OTHERS MURMURING]

WESS
...What's the meaning of all this noise!? Butch, what's wrong?

BUTCH
Where the hell is that scumbag son of yours, geezer?! Tell me, right now! WHERE IS HE?!

WESS
Wh.. what?! What did you say about my son, you fat piece of beetle dung?!

BUTCH
Hey, you don't even know what he did yet!  That lousy good-fer-nothin' stole all of my money that I TRUSTED him to keep secret!

WESS
Heh! That a boy, Duster.  Serves you right for bein' so rude!

BRENDA
Wait, wait, WAIT!  Calm DOWN, Butch!  You don't know for sure if Duster took what you're looking for, do you? Did you see him do it?!

NAN
And what exactly is this... money thing?  Butch, please calm down!

BUTCH
Errrgghhh!! SHUT UP! SHUT UP, ALL OF YOU!

FLINT
Uh.. Wess, what's going on around here?

BUTCH
Look! Wess and Duster, as we all know, have trained in being master theives!  But until NOW, when -I- got money, these lowlives had absolutely nothing to steal from us!  But we all know how trashy they are and how they'd steal anything of value in an instant! Friggin' gutter rats!

WESS
Flint, hold me back.  HOLD ME BACK, RIGHT THIS INSTANT BEFORE I TEAR THIS TUB OF LARD'S FACE OFF!

KUMATORA
HEY! Get over here right now and I'll kick your ass, you little punk!

BUTCH
EEP!!

FLINT
HEY! ALL OF YOU, SHUT UP!

[silence]

FLINT
That's what I thought.  Now, will you all calm down for one second?! Freaking out won't help any of us, not with Duster missing!  Now we need to collect our thoughts and go out and look for him, alright?

[EVERYONE MURMURS]

[MUSIC FADES OUT]

[ENDING MUSIC FADES IN]

NARRATOR



Without warning, daily life in the once quaint village of Tazmily has been turned upside down. Where did the Pig Masked Soldiers come from, and who is commanding them? Those responsible for the horrible mutations of the Sunshine Forest have now turned their attention to the town's citizens. Though their motive remains unclear, it seems that they will not rest until they achieve victory—whatever that may be.

The tomboy princess of Osohe Castle, Kumatora, has finally shown her face. But just who is she, and what reason did she have for seeking the Hummingbird Egg? Though her origins remain a mystery, it seems she and Wess are after the same thing.

The residents of Tazmily, having had their peaceful home torn up from the roots, are at a loss. Even Flint can't grasp what the future holds, having no idea if he'll ever see his beloved son again. It's uncertain what has become of Lucas, still distraught over the death of his mother and the disappearance of his brother Claus. Though life goes on as normal, things are changing in this quiet town... in ways no one could have forseen. What is in store for the Nowhere Islands?

...and what has become of Duster?

Find out as our story continues to unfold in Chapter 3 of... Tree From My Youth.



[END]
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